THE

BILL
LUCE

Collqboration
Project

ill Luce was an exception-
B ally talented and innovative

woodturner, known for his
passionate exploration and pursuit
of the perfect form. He lived in
Washington State and died in 2022,
leaving a large body of work that
was turned but not finished to com-
pletion. Of the many thousands of
pieces Bill made and left, few were
offered for sale. His work was rarely
seen in a gallery. Consequently, he
is not well known to the general
woodturning public.

In 2023, a discussion was held
between Monica Luce (Bill’s wife),
Dave Schweitzer, Dale Larson, and
Malcolm Zander on how to pay
tribute to Bill and raise awareness
of his unique contribution to the
woodturning field. A proposal was
made to the AAW Board, inspired
by the international collabora-
tion after the death of woodturner

JOURNAL ARCHIVE CONNECTION

EXPLORE!

Ray Key, when the Association
of Woodturners of Great Britain
sent unfinished pieces of his work
to wood artists around the world
to finish in their own style, and
then auctioned them online. (See
the August 2019 issue of American
Woodturner, vol 34, no 4, page 40.)

Our proposal was accepted.
Monica Luce donated 105 turned
but unfinished and unsigned bowls,
hollow forms, vase forms, and
tubes for the project, which were
photographed and displayed on a
temporary website. In November
2023, forty-one national and inter-
national artists known for their
post-turning skills were invited to
participate, and to choose from the
website one or two of the 105 pieces
to work on. Their selections were
then mailed to them.

The completed pieces will
be returned and displayed in a

Read our remembrance of Bill Luce, which was
published in the August 2022 edition of American

Woodturner (vol 37, no 4, page 12). Log on at woodturner.org to

access the AAW’s online archives.

Bill Luce, Strata
Series #3, 2007, Douglas
fir, 94" x 112" x 11%"
(23cm x 29cm x 30cm)

dedicated exhibition at the AAW
International Woodturning
Symposium, May 23-26, 2024, in
Portland, Oregon. Photos of the
works completed as of February 1,
2024, are shown on the following

pages.

Online auction

An online auction of all the col-
laborative works from this project
will be held on October 26, 2024,
with the AAW receiving 50% of

the proceeds and the participating
artists 50%. A full profile article on
Bill Luce is also planned for a future
issue of American Woodturner.

The support of the AAW Board for
these events is very much appreci-
ated, as is the donation of the 105
pieces by Monica Luce, the pho-
tography of them for the tempo-
rary website by Jim Piper, the work
on the website itself by Kathleen
Duncan, and the management of
the exhibition and online auction
by AAW staff. [

—Malcolm Zander, Ontario, Canada
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FEATURE

Bill Luce/Malcolm Zander (Ontario,

2024, Unknown wood, carved, acrylicink, 3%2" x 5" Canada), Stella di Luce (Star of Light), 2023, Pacific
madrone, 472" x 6Y4" x 7" (11cm x 16¢cm x 18cm)

Bill Luce/Melissa Engler (North Bill Luce/Andi Wolfe (Ohio), Untitled,
Carolina), Vivid Memories, 2024, Sandblasted
Douglas fir, whitewash finish, colored pencil, (9cm x 13cm)
graphite, 5" x 6%2" x 6" (13cm x 17cm x 15cm)

Bill Luce/Curt Theobald
(Wyoming),

Color Between the Lines, 2024, Madrone,
pernambuco, satinwood, ebony, veneer,
434" x 7%" (12cm x 20cm)

Bill Luce/Michael Kehs
(Pennsylvania), Inception of Conception—
“The Birth of Collaboration,” 2024, Cherry, holly,
7%" x 74" (20cm x 19¢m)

Bill Luce/Robbie
Graham (New Zealand),
Black Pearl, 2024, Wood,
pyrography, iridescent acrylic

paint, lacquer, 3%4" x 5%2" i
(8cm x 14cm) =" ; Bill Luce/Heather Marusiak (Kansas),

Temenos, 2024, Douglas fir, ash, acrylic paint, pyrography,

5%" x 54" x 54" (15¢m x 13cm x 13cm)
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Bill Luce/Elizabeth
Weber (Washington
State), Echoes, 2024, Madrone,
milk paint, 8" x 122" x 14"
(20cm x 32cm x 36cm)

Bill Luce/Terry Scott
(Auckland, New Zealand),
Lest We Forget, 2024, Fiddleback maple,
6%" x 95" x 8%4" (17cm x 24cm x 22¢m)

Bill Luce/Graeme
Priddle (North
Carolina), Joining the
Ancestors, 2023, Douglas fir,
India ink, 974" x 6V4"

(23cm x 16¢cm)

Bill Luce/Neil Turner
(Australia), Untitled, 2024,
Madrone, 3%2" x 5%2" (9cm x 14cm)

Bill Luce/William
Moore (Oregon), Deco
Vessel, 2024, Black locust, silver
leaf, 4" x 4%" (10cm x 12cm)

Bill Luce/Pat and Karen
Miller (Washington State),
Table for Three, 2024, Maple burl
(bowl), butternut, 4" x 72" x 314"
(10cm x 19¢m x 9cm)
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Bill Luce/)im Piper (Oregon), Enhancement of
the Master, 2024, Douglas fir (sandblasted and bleached),
polyurethane, 3" x 6%" (8cm x 17cm)

Bill Luce/Kevin Jesequel (Oregon),
Bill’s Basket, 2024, Madrone, acrylic paint, reactive
paint, 8" x 9" x 9%2" (20cm x 23cm x 24cm)

Bill Luce/Louis
Vadeboncoeur
(Ontario, Canada),
Light and Dark, 2023, Wood,
acrylic paint, varnish, 4" x 6"
x 5%2" (10cm x 15¢cm x 14cm)

Bill Luce/Cynthia Carden (South Carolina),
Little Red Bowl, 2024, Wood, pyroengraving, texture, acrylic,
23kt gold leaf, 3" x 572" (8cm x 14cm)

Bill Luce/Kathleen Duncan Bill Luce/Benoit Averly (France), Bill Luce/Bob Rotche (Virginia),
(Washington State), The Path, 2024, Oak, Bowl Luce, 2024, Elm, paint, 3" x 4" (8cm x 10cm) Symbiotic, 2024, Wood, acrylic paint, gold leaf,
3" x 4%" (8cm x 11cm) 4" x 3%%" x 3%5" (10cm x 9cm x 9cm)
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